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Letter from Bishop Bevan. 


Hill of the Li Clan. 
| | 21st June, 1941. 
Dear Friends of the Diocese, | 
The times to write my letters to you seem to catch me 
in strange places—an inn on the way to Kwangyuan, a 
transport on the Yangtze and this time in a little farmhouse 
on a mountain side facing the setting-sun. It is indes- 
cribably peaceful; the clouds are melting after rain and 
at the moment the only sounds are the squeak, squeak of | 
a hand loom, the murmur of an old man’s voice as he sits — 
reading his Bible in the courtyard and the distant grinding 
chirrup of the cicadas. It is almost hard to believe that in 
other parts of the world—in other parts of this country— 
one’s fellow creatures are passing their days amid the © 
awful sight, sounds and stench of ruthless war ; that little 
over a month ago one was oneself crouching in a dugout 
in Chungking till the waves of bombers had passed over 
and then coming out to see the billowing smoke rising. 
Yet these peaceful surroundings have their shocks too, and 
one’s heart pounds just the same as one looks down a pistol 
barrel from the wrong end and hopes that one’s opposite 
number, who wants one’s money, doesn’t get hysterical. 


Such shocks last one for many days, and in the deep silence 


of the night the bark of a dog or some unaccountable but 
harmless sound seems portentous. But I suppose that we 


_ could all testify that in spite of pounding hearts and that 


feeling of weakness in the legs there in an indescribable 


feeling of peace and well-being even when danger is most 


real. 
Christians in China and in Britain should be drawn. 


ae 
> 
y 
we 
‘ 
| 
4 
5 
‘ 
x; 
z 
1 
Bu 
” 


y 
~ 


very close together in these days by a community of ex- 
perience. Both lands face a similar kind of enemy, ruth- 
lessly bent upon conquest at any cost for their own 
national glorification, and both countries suffer the same 
war upon civilians. In China there is perhaps more serious 
cause for anxiety regarding the future in respect of supplies. 
The purchasing price of the Chinese national currency has 
been falling while the cost of essential foodstuffs has been 
rising disproportionately, so that the price of rice has risen 
to a figure almost unbelievable, seventy to a hundred times 
above that of pre-war days. Where rice cost $1.30 in a 
good year for a bushel weighing about sixty pounds, it now 
costs just over $100! We are at the moment suffering 
drought, which has made the planting of the rice crop 
impossible in many districts. The uncertainty which this 
state of things brings has not been matched, thank God, 
in Britain, though conditions with rationing must be such 
as to help you to sympathise with your fellow-Christians in 
Szechwan. But one need not dwell on outward conditions 
for God never changes : His work goes on in the hearts of 
men and the heart’s needs of people are so perfectly met in 
Christ. Such conditions as these simply test and prove to 
us our need of Jesus Christ as Saviour and should be our 
greatest urge to preach the Gospel more and more widely. 


Some may be wondering how our material wants are 
supplied under such conditions as those mentioned above. 
So far, donations from home to Mission Headquarters have 
kept up, and thus with the rising rate of exchange the 
Treasurer of the C.I.M. has been able to send out increased 
remittances to the missionaries, so though housekeeping is 
very difficult, no serious hardship has been suffered. For all 
my fellow-missionaries I can sound a very hearty Hallelujah 
in praise of our Heavenly Father and express our gratitude 
to His generous servants at home. As to the support of our 
Chinese colleagues, the previous nicely balanced scheme of 
proportionate contributions from Church and Mission— 
about two-thirds coming from the Church, mainly by direct 
giving—has virtually crashed. Most generously the Mission 
has been providing large sums which have recently sup- 
plied a bonus of three times the previous stipend in addition 
to the regular amount. This rise is by no means in pro- 
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portion to the rige’in the cost of living, but some have small 
private meahs and from some small investments and special 
gifts to our Bursary Fund we can give educational grants 
to clergy and evangelists with growing boys and girls. 
Nevertheless, some of them are hard put to it, as the parents 
of some of us missionaries were in past days. For some the 
burden is found to be very heavy, though others have found 
the inward peace that comes from following the injunction 
to consider the fowls of the air and the flowers of the field 
and without anxiety for the morrow quietly to trust God. 


The thought by now will be in your mind, “What is 
the Association doing?” First of all, I am sure that you are 
praying earnestly for us, and having read this letter will do 
so with still greater sympathy and understanding. I shall 
not ask you to pray that all our needs may be supplied, 

for while we continue to do God’s will He is pledged to 
see to that; but your prayers will be most effective and 
most understanding if they are directed in the line of asking 
that our testing may bring about blessing, that discipline 
may result in holiness, that faith may be given to banish 
anxious care, and spiritual vision to see the Hand of God 
_ supplying our need even through the most prosaic channels ; 
that hardship may produce a deeper love and understanding, 
divine love omnipotent to break all barriers. Our thoughts 
are continually on the theme of spiritual renewal. If we 
enjoy this, then is not the answer to all our problems given? 
_ Ask this for us, a deeper and more sincere Christian ex- 
perience. In all loyalty to my Chinese colleagues I may 
ask you to pray for a new vision to be given them of the | 
bountiful God. In the past,-funds have come for their 
support through the Mission and though the rate of stipends 
has been low, the money has come with almost monotonous 
regularity. In the circumstances, and seeing the com- 
parative poverty of their fellow-Christians in the Diocese, 
it has been easy to learn to look to the Mission, rather than — 
) beyond to God. Those among them to whom the new 
vision has come would understand and forgive my mention- 
ing this and when your prayers have been answered for this 
vision, even those who might now slightly resent my so 
writing to you will say, “Thank God, the Bishop men- 


tioned that point.” 
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But besides your prayers, your gifts have been made 
through the D.A.W.C. One of the chief objects towards 
which you contribute is the stipend for the Assistant Bishop. 
I was glad to be able to report to Mr. Wenham in a recent 
letter that owing to the rate of exchange this account was 
in quite a satisfactory condition. The second great object 
is that all-inclusive Bishop’s Discretionary Fund. No con- 
tributions have come through so far to me from the 
D.A.W.C.—though a letter from Mr. Wenham said that he 
was trying all ways to send me £60 before the end of the 
financial year—but God has supplied from other sources, 
so that every call has been met and at the end of this quarter 
the account should show a small balance. Without any need, 
too, of drawing on this Fund, we have been able to meet 
all our travelling expenses: the cost of travelling has in- 
creased of course with the rise of prices, 

My last letter was written on the Yangtze between | 
Fengkien and Wanhsien. From the far eastern end I am ——__ 
_ back again to the north among the old Paoning out- 
: stations. There is no space to give details of the last 
journey back through Wanhsien, Liangshan and Tien- 
chiang to Chungking, where I met Bishop Houghton, and 
from there back through Linshui and Tachu to Chiihsien 
for a hectic fortnight among letters and papers. 


On May 30th my wife and I set out again for Yingshan 
and after Whit Sunday there, a bright and happy day in — 
every respect, we left for two of the country churches in © 
that pastorate with Mr. Sadler. from whom we parted at 
Pachiaowan for Pachung. It was at Tuanchiaoho, the first _ 
of the Pachung churches that we came to, that we ex- 
perienced our first robbery since taking up our new work. 
Armed men came boldly right on to the market street not 
long after dark and straight to the church premises and 
robbed us and our loads. Thank God it was not nearly 
as unpleasant as previous experiences and our losses were 
that the next morning I had to take the confirmation service 
_ there rather uncanonically apparelled! Dear old Mr. Liao 
was very concerned and helpful. He is the minister in 
charge of the Pachung pastorate and had come out to 
meet us at the market. 
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_. From Pachung city his curate, Mr. Lloyd, went on 
with me to three of the other country churches, among 
them Weichiapien. Mr. Lloyd has at my request written a 
very brief account of the start of-the work in this place, 
and I will not attempt more here than just to say that it 
_ ‘was my privilege to pay the first episcopal visit there and 
to take the first confirmations. After parting from Mr. 

Lloyd, my wife came out to meet me and we visited three 
more country churches on the way to Tanishan, Ilung and 
these other country churches in the Paoning area. With 
these I complete my first round of the diocese, having been 
to every parish and almost every church in this first seven 
months. It has meant hard- and constant traveling, but 
it has been worth it. 

These closing words are being written at Paoning 
on July 2nd. News reached us a week or two ago of the 
passing of a greatly loved veteran, the Rev. C. H. Parsons, 
on May 22nd. Last Sunday the afternoon service here was 
turned into a memorial service for God’s servant and 


addresses were given by Bishop Ku, the Revs. Gordon 


Aldis and Wang Kong-ai, and Mr. Stephen Liu on Mr. 
_ Parsons’ work for the Diocese, for the Mission, for his 
students in the Theological College and for the local con- 
gregation. Many were the tributes paid and how many” 
more could be paid by the many who have known, loved 
and honoured him. 
Yours in Christ’s Service, | 
K. G. BEVAN, 


The Beginning of a N ew 
Church 


_ Wei-chia-pien is part of a mountain side which is 
occupied by members of the Wei Clan, being part of the 
much larger area of Nankiang county. Some years ago 
one or two members of the clan were-converted to God, 
one when an evacuee from the “Red” troubles while 
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living in Nanchung. Archdeacon Ts’ai was born at Wei- 
chia-pien but was brought up at Ts’ai-chia-ho, which is 20 
li distant over the other side of the hill. The Christians 
from Ts’ai-chia-ho are related by marriage to the Wei Clan 
and there has been some considerable intercourse between | 
the two clans, but until two or three years ago there were 
no more conversions at Wei-chia-pien. | 

Then by means of several links which at we up the 
chain that finally binds the sinner to God, a leading 
member of the clan, a vigorous man of 42, was soundly 
converted. He waited for a short time before finally doing 
away with his idols and then seized the opportunity of 
his son’s wedding, when there were many guests, to burn 
his household “ gods.”” His guests quite unconcernedly lit 
their pipes at the blazing mass! It was a chance for evan- 
gelism which was taken by the missionary who was invited 
to come and witness the idol burning. As the result of this 
work another family was converted. Later, the slowly 
growing group of saved souls was joined by a backslider 
of many years, finally brought to the place of forgiveness 
by reading the wonderful story of the Prodigal Son. A 
young man of 28 heard a sermon on Naaman. at 
Ts’ai-chia-ho one Sunday and knew the power of the 
cleansing Blood of Christ. 

The man who burnt his idols then began to tell others 
of the Gospel. He came along to a Young Men’s Con- 
_ ference (!) at Pachung and drank in the Truth. By and by 
other families were reached, among them two young men 
named Ho and a young fellow named Liu, the latter, alas, 
being the victim of tuberculosis. The Christians at 
Ts’ai-chia-ho helped these young believers as they were able. 
and thus a new church came into being. | 

_ The next step was to find a place for services. In the 
most convenient place for most of them was the Clan 
Ancestral Hall, a simple unadorned building with adjacent 
rooms. This they now use as a church, planning to add 
Suitable furniture as they are able. One of the rooms has 
been boarded and prepared for the use of visitors. Only 
one request for help from the Mission or the Church has 
ever been made, “ We ask you please to pray for us, for we 
don’t know much but we do know the Lord ”—this in 
substance was the request; it is passed on to you. 
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Station Notes. 
Day 1. Langchung. 

Mr. Benson writes that the East Saschiuiin Bible Insti- 
tute very much hopes to receive students from other 
branches of the Church as well,as the C.H.S.K.H.- So far, 
this wish has not been realised. Students do not necessarily 
come to prepare definitely to be evangelists, though it is 
probable that the majority will eventually engage in full- 
time Gospel work ; and the aim is not so much numbers, 
but to receive those only. whom the Lord has chosen and 
sent. There are signs that the Holy Spirit is at work among 
the students. There are a number of young men and 

women who hope to join the Institute in the autumn. 
_ Bishop and Mrs. Bevan spent August at Sintientsi with 
other missionaries who went there to avoid the heat in the 
city and to gain refreshment of spirit for further service. 
Dr. Maddox was at Chungking for a few weeks as locum 
tenens for an overworked doctor there, but expected to 
return to Paoning in the autumn. | 

At Tanishan, Bishop Bevan opened the new church at 
Li-chia-shan—a great joy to the Christians there. 


Day 4. Kwangyuan. 

Although this place was recently teiahiall by Japanese 
planes, conditions still admit the continuance of Sunday 
services. In the absence of the pastor, visiting in the 
country for six weeks or so, they were being conducted by | 
voluntary workers, both local men and those from other 
provinces. Bible classes for young people, mainly from 
other provinces, are held twice weekly and are attended 


by medicals, educationists, naval and military men, etc., and 


their wives. Miss White spent Good Friday and Easter last 
at Chaohwa. In recent months, an open-air meeting has 
been held on Sunday evenings in the church courtyard, 
passers-by being invited to sit and listen to the Gospel 
messages. Recently a member of the Bible Class, not one 
of the wealthiest, gave money to buy hymn books for use 
at these open-air meetings. 


Day 5. Pachung. | 
Bishop and Mrs. Bevan visited this station in June. 


They met robbers at Tuanchiaoho, one of the country 
churches, when staying in the church premises, and lost 
clothing and the Bishop’s robes. The county government 

failed to find the bandits or recover the goods, but gave a 
sum of money in compensation, part of which is being 
retained .for buying material for new robes and part being 
given to the “ Friends of China’s Wounded ” Society. The 
Bishop and Mr. Lloyd visited those country churches where 
there were confirmees, while Mrs. Bevan and Mrs. Lloyd 
held meetings for the women and children in Pachung. 
The recently formed group of Christians at Wei-chia-pien 


was visited and the first members of this church -confirmed.—__— 


- Dr. Maddox paid a visit to Pachung, mainly in order to 
study for an examination. He saw one or two patients 
and encouraged Mr. Lloyd to continue this work. One 
young man, with whom contact was first made through 
medical work, after a talk began attending services on 


Sundays, walking 25 miles and arriving at 11 a.m. regularly. | 


Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd hoped to visit Nanchiang in the 
autumn, and prayer is asked for this project as well as 
for the nine outstation churches and three preparatory 
schools in the Pachung area. 


Day 6. Nanpu. | 


During recent weeks the Young People’s Meetings, 
previously called “ Vineyard Meetings,” have been re- 
‘started. About ten young people attend for discussion, 


Bible study, services and family meetings. Three of the | 


four branch churches have been visited recently. Semi- 
famine conditions prevail in these country places at present 
but this, it is hoped, will only draw the Christians nearer 
to the Lord. | | | | 


At Fu-tsun-i, April 6th was observed as Youth Sunday 


and will remain a memorable time to many of the children | 


and their elders. The previous day, five children walked 
from 30 to 60 li (3 li=1 mile) in order to spend the week- 
end with us, writes Miss Fearn. A skipping rope and. ball 
helped to break down shyness, and after a late supper fol- 
lowed by chorus singing we saw four cheery boys dis- 


appearing up the ladder to the loft and settling happily in | 


their temporary home, while six-year-old Huei-lin snuggled 
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down in her wadded quilt in our house. Brief youth-slogans, 
written on red and green paper, were displayed on the 
church pillars. The Pastor enthusiastically suggested that a 
Children’s Service should take the place of the usual morn- 
ing service. Two boys of seven and eleven years of age 
were chosen te read appropriate passages of Scripture, and 


two girls in their ‘teens, representing the Sunday School, 


spoke of ways in which young Christians could help in the 
home and in the community. Brief talks were also given 
by the workers which made an appeal to young and old 
alike, while the singing of hymns and choruses, and the 
taking of the collection by children, kept the interest well 
sustained. After an unexpected treat of tea. and peanuts, 
forty children and many grown-ups gathered on the lawn ~ 


____for Sunday School, when the hearty singing and enthusiasm 


of youth deepened in our hearts the desire to win each 
Moslem and heathen child for Christ. 


Day 7. Yingshan. | | | 

work here has been maintained, with, 
emphasis on visitation of country churches. There are no 
spectacular results to report, but here and there are signs 
of encouragement in Christians growing in grace or heathen 
beginning to see the light. The city work is promising with 


regard to numbers attending services, but a dynamic power 


is lacking in the lives of most of the Christians, and we 
ask prayer that this may be remedied. Contact with un- 
believers is made on market days, the dispensary and the 
presence of foreign ladies being the magnet which draws 
them, but none leave without hearing enough to save them 
if they would but believe. 


Day 8. Nanchung. 

An encouraging feature of the work is the interest 
shown in the Gospel by some men from other provinces, 
one of whom, a Fukienese, gives evidence of having been 
born again. He had been influenced by a Christian teacher 
when a lad at school, but had made no decision. His father, 
an officer in the Chinese Navy, had visited England. Young 
Mr. Wang was in Nanking in the Admiralty office when the 
Japs took that city, and had to flee for his life. His father 
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had died before that. On reaching this province, he was 
appointed to a place near a market town where there was 


once a small preaching hall. Later, Miss Buege visited that — 
market and came in touch with him. He showed real 


interest, and listened to the preaching earnestly. Recently 
he has been in the city, and has shown marked progress 
and has asked for baptism. We do indeed praise the Lord 
for this young man. A discouraging feature here has been 
the frequent air raid alarms, with the consequent running 
out of the city in the heat and the diminishing numbers 
attending services. From Hsichung, Miss Wegerle reports 


that her time is mainly taken up with medical work, and that 
she lacks fellow-workers. Voluntary workers kead the 


Sunday services, 
Days 9-11. Kwangan Deanery. 
Beginning in late September, 1940, a dispensary was 


opened in Taishihch’ang, and this was carried on until the 


end of April. Almost daily air raid warnings made con- 
secutive work in Kwangan city impossible, hence the move 


to the smaller market town named. Conditions were far | 


from ideal, everything having to be done in one mud- 


floored room with the poorest equipment. Dr. Armstrong 


writes : Affer minor repairs, such as the examination table 
(an old school desk !) cleaned and a cupboard made for 
drugs, we were slightly better off. About 3,000 people were 


seen during this time and a number of operations per- 


formed. Evangelism was carried on as far as possible ; 
many heard the Gospel and took literature away with them; 
but we saw no visible spiritual results. Some, however, 
were really interested and are being followed up. One 
young girl, almost blind, improved so much after a slight 
operation that she could see to go about by herself once 
again and was highly delighted. The eldest boy of a 


wealthy couple was cured of an abscess on his back. The 
‘mother became very friendly and interested and received | 
a New Testament but, probably because her parents-in-law 


oppose, she has gone (or been sent) away, and we have 
lost touch with her. A boy with a broken leg came round 
and was fitted with a splint which took some hours to 


-make. A week later, a Chinese doctor said he could cure 
him in a week, took off the splint, and rubbed his leg 


} 
| | 
if 
i] 


11 


with oil, undoing all our good work. Our best results 
were in eye cases and minor surgery, most of these patients 
being very grateful though uninterested, alas ! in the Gospel. 


Day 12. Chiihsien. 
Mr. Pateman has been transferred from this station to | 
Chungking, and some of his work is now being done by 


‘Mr. Derbyshire. The congregation still meets in the 


Bishop’s chapel, since the destruction by J —_— bombs 
of their church building. 


Day 13. Tachu. 


Several new inquirers are reported to be making pro- 
gress and some students are now attending the services. 
People are friendly everywhere ; but materialism, mixed 
with superstition; is paramount. Mr. and Mrs. Ellison and 
one or two of the new workers will be spending the summer | 
at the Tachu bungalow. Joy Simmonds will be leaving this 
autumn (D.V.) for school at Kiating in West Szechwan. 


Day 14. Tahsien. 


During the spring, the work was carried on without 
interruption, and there have been good numbers at ser- — 
vices. A special Sunday afternoon meeting for educated 
people has been the means of leading some to Christ. The 
Women’s School has had a good term, with over 20 students 
in residence. Mr. Ch’en Nan-ih, who was recently ordained 


_ deacon to work in a voluntary capacity in the Siianhan 


parish, has just paid visits to some of the churches and was 
encouraged by the keen spirit which he found. Miss Loh 
Hsin-ch’iien, who has been loaned to this parish for six 
months, also speaks of blessing in the work. She has been 


‘speniing a few weeks at a number of churches. 


‘Day 16. Tienkiang. 


A short-period Bible School lasting a week was held — 


during May with a daily attendance of about 20 Christians. 


This was most profitable, and was followed by a week 
of special revision for the women, time being also given 
to writing, and further teaching on the books already 
studied. An evangelistic effort was held at the market of 


-Kao-t’an when members of the Pastorate preaching band 
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and some women, members of the Missionary Service 


League, and local Christians, took part in witness on the 


streets, in the homes and farms of the people, and in 
surrounding markets. There are now regular services held 
at this market and a small church has been formed. We aim 
at widespread evangelistic work around this place in the 
autumn, and in the whole south-west corner of the pastorate. 


Day 17. Kaihsien. 


A very successful Women’s Bible School was held for 
a week in February. Not only were numbers high, 80 to 
90 attending daily, but the faith of the workers was also 


strengthened by the supply of all needs. There was no 


special speaker, but the local Pastor Ning gave a course 
of very helpful addresses. During March, Bishop and 
Mrs. Bevan visited the Kaihsien outstations as well as the 


city, and many confirmations were held. It was a joy 
to welcome Miss Lucas back from furlough in April; | 


she is now at Went’angtsing, her old station. ‘Linkiangshih 
is still without foreign workers, but the Church is Carry- 


ing on and experiencing blessing. - 


Day 18. Wanhsien. 


Mr. Harper is now in this station and hopes to be 
joined by Mr. Robert, back from furlough in Australia. 
Mr. Snow is in West Szechwan enjoying a much-needed 
change and rest. | 


‘Day 23. Mienyang. 


On July 27th, a bomb fell on the church just after 
the Sunday service. Fortunately it did not explode and 
so little damage was done. Mr. Fu, the evangelist at 
_Weich’en, the oldest outstation in the Diocese, has lost the. 
use of his eyes. He has taken this trial very patiently, 
and the loss of his sight has not impaired his witness. 
One of the oldest Christians in Weich’en says that it has 
strengthened it, as he now seems to have a deeper under- 
standing of the Scriptures. Mr. S. W. Sherwood has been 
on a tour of the Diocese with a view to increasing the 
contributions to the self-support. fund, and has met with © 
considerable success. It is hoped that during 1941, $10,000 
will be raised for this fund. 
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Day 24. Anhsien. 

Miss H. M. Armstrong joined the staff of the parish 
in May. She has already made a number of friends among 
the better educated people in the city and feels that her | 
work will lie mostly among them and the girls in the 
school. A daily vacation Bible School for children was 
conducted during August in the outstation of Hsiu-Sui-ho. 


Day 25. Mienchu. 

The man who was killed when the Chengtu church was. 
bombed came from Mienchu. He became a Christian 
while at the Middle School during Mr. Maxwell’s time 
here. While in Shensi, both at the Communist university 
at Yenan and later in church work in Sian, he had been. 
through numberless raids. His old mother in Mienchu 
did not know that he had reached Chengtu wanes the news 
of his death was broken to her. 


At the end of April Dr. F. Price, of the rural church. 
section of the Nanking Theological College, inspected our 
outstations with a view to starting a rural church centre 
here. He decided that Hopach’ang was the most promis- 
ing of them. During the summer two theological students. 
have been working there, one from our own diocese and — 
one from that of Shensi. They have been joined by another 
student who is studying agriculture at Nanking University. 
He comes from the Diocese of Kwangsi-Hunan. They are 
now conducting a five-weeks’ vacation school for children 
_and are planning later to hold an evangelistic mission. An 
encouraging factor in the situation is that two Govern-- 
ment teachers, who come from Christian families but have 
for years lost touch with the Church, have now. become 
_ keenly interested in the work. This stay of these students is 

having a great effect on the Hopach’ang church, and we feel 
that there is a great need for a worker to be appointed to- 
live there permanently. | 

In August, a party with a military. escort went to Silver- 
dale, the hill resort from which a group of missionaries were 
carried off by bandits fifteen years ago. The three houses 
are in a surprisingly good state of repair considering the 
length of time they have been left unoccupied. The property 
has been handed over to the Chinese Church and it is hoped 
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that it will be possible to hold retreats and conferences 
for workers there in the future. 


Day 28. Sintu. 


Miss Jones writes: The work in Sintu is naturally very 
varied, but one branch, in which there are many oppor- 
tunitiés, is in connection with the officers and students in 
the preparatory school of the Central Military Academy. 
Here we have close on 1,000 young men, from all parts 
of China, fired with intense love of their country. We 

_ have been able to get contacts with many of them. Among 
the officers, a number come to the mission house and I am 
able to give them a little help with their English. We have 
a Bible study class twice a week, and before the weather got — ~ 
too hot we used to have hymn singing on Sunday evenings. 
Many of them drop in for a friendly visit and in this way 
the opportunity for personal talks on things that count was 
used. Some of these young officers were baptised on 

| Easter Day and there are several others who are asking 
* to be admitted into the Church. We also have a Bible > 
‘study group among the young teachers in the school. 


We do not get so much opportunity among the students 
as they are only allowed to leave for half a day on Sunday, 4 
nevertheless we had quite a strong Bible study class among | 
them. This group of lads, however, have just completed 
their course here and, as they were special students, they 
have been transferred to their special school in Chung- 
king. Before leaving here they asked if I would make 
arrangements with someone there to continue their Bible 
instruction. Several of these lads were baptised when here, 
and a number of others are “not far from the kingdom.” 
‘We are beginning to make plans for study classes among 
the new batch of students who have just arrived. Many 
of them are overseas Chinese and already Christians, but 
‘we are making contacts with them in the hope that they 
will bring their fellow-students along. We make them 
all welcome here in the Mission House and they much 
‘appreciate the fact that they have somewhere to which they 
can come freely, being so far away from their own homes. 


Day 29. Chongchiang. 
A systematic distribution of tracts throughout the town, | 


> 
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one street a week, is being carried out during the summer 
evenings. It gives the workers great opportunities of saying. 
a word here and there, and they are often invited to sit 
down and talk to groups. It is sad to find how many people 
have never been to the Mission House and have no idea 
what it stands for. 

Every year a special heathen festival is held and 
crowds come in from all the country round to attend it. 
The Church and preaching hall are opened and many come 
in to listen to the Gospel preaching. This year, both church 
and preaching hall were packed, and some had to stand. 


- The long continued drought has been causing great 
_anxiety.-A-fast was proclaimed throughout the town, and 
no meat was procurable for more than a week. In a temple 
just opposite to the Mission House, a high platform has 
been built and the goddess of mercy, the rain dragon and 
others are being besought to send rain. Yet outside the 


temple notices are posted up to say that these are meetings 


to pray to God to have mercy and send rain, and that 
everyone must repent. No doubt this is an echo of Chris- 


tian teaching. 
Day 30. Chengtu. 

An air raid on Sunday, July 27th, considered to be 
“one of the most devastating there has yet been,” destroyed 
a large part of the beautiful little church of St. John, includ-— 
ing the recently built extension, and completely demolished 
the adjoining Chinese guest rooms. The Bishop’s house, the 
Maxwells’ house and the Diocesan Hostel were badly 
shaken and have lost all their glass, but have not suffered 
any structural damage. Fortunately, the Sunday service was . 
over and most of the congregation had gone home; but 
one keen young Christian man, just returned from Shensi, 
was killed, and another suffered from shock. It has been 


‘possible to rescue some of the seats and furnishings of _ 


the church, and a temporary structure has already been — 
built so that services can again be held. 

The following notes were sent in by the Rev. H. A. 
Maxwell before the bombing took place : The ordination of 
the Rev. Ching Fang-san as deacon, to help in the work 


at P’i-fang-kai, is likely to be of great value to the Church. 
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He has been a catechist for fourteen years in the Hankow 
Diocese and, after three years’ theological training was, 
with Bishop Gilman’s approval, ordained by Bishop Song 
to work in this diocese. Already he is throwing himself 


eagerly into the work of the parish, and at the time of 


writing is holding a Daily Vacation Bible School for some 


thirty children. In the preaching hall work, he is —s 


‘Christians to witness as much as possible. - 


Bishop Song was invited by Archbishop Mowill to go 
to Australia for a short preaching tour, and was to fly 
there and back so as to be in Szechwan again (D.¥v.) by 
‘the end of October. | | 


Editorial Note. 


At a meeting of the D.A.W.C. Executive Committee 
~ held—early in October the future of the “ Bulletin” was 
discussed. Rising costs of prigting and paper and a steadily 
-decreasing number of subsgribers means that, for some 
time past, the magazine failed to pay its way; and, at the 
‘General Committee meeting last June, it was suggested that 
it might be advisable to reduce the number of issues in each 
- year. After careful consideration, however, the Committtee 
decided that, as the main object of publication is to supply 
our friends with as up-to-date news as possible as an aid to 
effective prayer for the work in Western China, it is not 
advisable to publish the magazine less than four times a 


year. It was recognised, of course, that it is no longer 


possible to keep strictly to the regular dates in January, 
April, July and September ; but the Editor was authorised 
to publish the magazine as nearly quarterly as the uncertain 
mails and receipt of news from the field allow. 


The Editor would take this opportunity to remind 
subscribers that, while the magazine is still sent “free of 
_ charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over,” it is a very great 
help to the funds when the 2/- for the “ Bulletin” can be 
sent in addition to the ordinary subscription. 
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Subscribers to the D.A.W.C. may like to know that the 
Executive Committee, at that same meeting, was able to vote 
grants of £90 each to the Bishops of Eastern and Western 
Szechwan for their discretionary use and travelling expenses, 
and a special grant of £50 to Bishop Song to help with 
repairs made necessary by the bombing of the Church and 
Bishop’s House in Chengtu. _F. H.-H. 


Personal Notes. 


The Revs. F. Harris and B. Adeney arrived safely in 
Rangoon and travelled over the Burma Road to Chung- 
king. They were going on to Tachu for language study. 


The Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Rudd also arrived safely in | 
Rangoon. They were hoping to buy a truck for the journey 


to Chengtu. 


The Rev. C. W. Ellison was married in June to Miss 
Maclellan, of the Church of Scotland Mission, and they 
were going to work in Paoning. . 


The Rev. Maxwell Orr has left Tahsien to take over 
_ Mr. Ellison’s work i in Liangshan. 


Mrs. Robinson eal Miss Barber were Sita in the 
country owing to frequent air raids, and the latest news 
is that Eiangshan premises had been very badly hit. Mrs. 
Robinson has been very unwell. 


Miss Louisa Smith has gone to Liangshan, 
Dr. Sir Ivor Beauchamp is now on his way to Gaslend 


where he is due by the end of the year. He was able to 
secure a passage on a boat as ship’s doctor. _ 


| 
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The Rev. K. S. Phillips, now R.A.F. Chaplain, wrote 
recently from Sydney where he had arrived with troops, 
and reported several conversions among the men. He ex- 
to return to England 


Miss Warren is not retiring from Szechwan as reported 
in the last number of the “ Bulletin.” She is still in Canada, 
and awaiting return to China when accommodation is 


available. 


Much sympathy will be felt with our Chairman, the 
Rev. Preb. H. W. Hinde, and his family in the death, in — 
October, of his younger daughter, Mrs. Hickin, wife of a 
-C.M.S. missionary in Nigeria. | 


The Rev. W. H. Aldis has recently undergone a serious 
operation on his left eye ; but we are thankful to record 
that it has been completely successful and that he is already 


able to be back at work. 
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Prayer Cycle. 


EASTERN SZECHWAN : 


Day. 


— 


= 


D 


= 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). TANISHAN. 


TS’ IEN-FUH-CH’ANG. 
ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 
KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. | 
PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. 
YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 

NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 

YOCH’IH. 

KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUi. 
CHUHSIEN, WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 
TACHU. 


TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 


WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 


LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 


KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN-KIANG-SHIH. 


WANHSIEN. 
FENGKTEH (KWEIFU). YUNYANG, Y UIN-AN-CH’ANG. 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : 


20. 


21 


23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 


MOWCHOW. 


(LONGAN). KIANGYU. 
CHONGPA. 
MIENYANG (MIENCHOW).— 
ANHSIEN. 
-MIENCHU. 


TEHYANG. 


HANCHOW. 


SINTU. 
CHONGKIANG. 
CHENGTU. 
UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


i 
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Special Subjects for 
Thanksgiving and Intercession. 


LET US THANK GOD: 


For the encouragement of new churches and congregations, as 
at Weichiapien, Lichiashan and Kaot’an. For the plan to establish 
a rural church centre at Hopach’ ang and the help this is giving to 
the Christians there. 


For His blessing on the Youth Work at Futsunyi, and on the 
Women’s Bible Schools which have been held in some centres. 


For the new opportunities given through contacts with students 
and teachers from other provinces, and the interest shown by many 
in the Gospel. 


For the preservation of Bishop Song, his family and other 
workers in the air raid destruction in Chengtu. 


US PRAY: 


That God wil/Sraciously send such a spiritual revival through- 

=f churches that the Christians may all learn to 
trust Him for the supply of their material 
needs in these dalysfof ea cal and hardship. 


That the seed] sown in recent vinmusialianie efforts may bear. 
fruit in many liyes/to God’s glory: and that those who seem “ not 
far from the Kirfgdom ” may soon accept Christ wholeheartedly as 
Saviour and Lord. For others who have heard the Gospel message 
but have gone away, apparently uninterested, that the Holy Spirit 
may do His convicting and converting work in their hearts. 


| That Bishop Song’s visit to Australia may bear lasting fruit in 
the enlistment of fresh interest and largely increased prayer support 
for the work in Western China. 


For journeying mercies for the Bishops and all West China 
missionaries who have to travel, whether in Szechwan or between 
China and the home countries, in these dangerous times. For the 
Rev. K. S. Phillips in his work among R.A.F. officers and men. 


| 
For God’s tontinued blessing on the East Szechwan Bible & 
Institute and udents. For the outstation churches and schools oe 
in the Pachung, areg. For the progress of the newly-started medical a 
work at Taishi ang. 
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N.B. P’ingwu and Kiangyu, although in the Diocese of Western Szechwan, are stations of the C.I.M. » 
Church Army representatives are working under the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan, 
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